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Summary:

The opening conference call of this subgroup had 8 participants for the forty-minute call.  Those participants were:  Andrea Schumacher, Dave Zelinsky, Jiayi Peng, Sim Aberson, Mark DeMaria, Ryan Torn, , Paula McCaslin, and Brian Etherton.
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There were three primary agenda items, summaries of activities in the ensemble construction group (Brian Etherton), the ensemble products group (Mark DeMaria and Andrea Schumacher), and the products visualization work (Paula McCaslin). 

The presentation by Brian Etherton reported on a GSD/EMC collaboration for an HWRF ensemble for the 2012 season.  A basin-scale HWRF ensemble, driven by the GFS ensemble, was constructed on t-jet this summer and is now being transitioned to s-jet.  The ensemble will use the GFS ensemble for boundary conditions, and a combination of the GFS ensemble and the prior HWRF ensemble for initial conditions.    Ryan Torn asked about the number of ensemble members there would be, and the answer from Brian Etherton was that the number would be equal to the number of GFS ensemble members, 21.  Sim Aberson noted that the EnKF ensemble, used in HEDAS, had 80 members.

The presentation on the ensemble products from Mark DeMaria and Andrew Schumacher included the 2 product prototypes to move forward, those being a genesis product from a multi-model ensemble of global models and the Hybrid Dynamical-Statistical Wind Probabilities.  More on the genesis product will be presented at the HFIP ‘all hands’ call.  The wind speed product was presented in more detail.  Ryan Torn asked if the probabilities were based upon equal weighting for each member, and Andrea Schumacher replied that this was true.  It was mentioned by Jiayi Peng that access to the UK Met Office ensemble – one of the ingredients to the wing speed product – may be achieved with greater speed and success using his machine.

Paula McCaslin gave an update on the ‘hfip.org/products’ website. She showed a graph of Google Analytics on the usage of the HFIP Products website for the period of June 1 through August 31, 2012. The graph showed a noticeable trend of increased use of the webpage when the products page was announced to the public around August 1st and a significant spike in use of the page when tropical cyclone Isaac began to form in the Atlantic basin later in August. The analysis included the number of users and the number of page visits showing the relatively strong interest in the experimental products displayed.  Dave Zelinsky said yes, it helped forecasters evaluate guidance.  Ryan Torn seconded this, saying that model developers also benefit from this information.  The NHC reported that they were generally happy with the ability to view genesis and probability data on this website. As a follow on, it was noted that display of the ECMWF ensemble must be done with great care, or not at all, to respect any agreement with ECMWF regarding data access.

The next call is scheduled for Monday, 29 October 2012 at 11AM Pacific, Noon Mountain, 2PM Eastern time. These minutes, and the presentations given on the call, can be found on the site:  http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/research/tropical_cyclones/hfip/add_conference_call_summaries.asp, a site that shall include past presentations as well.
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